Dear colleagues,

The processes of international migration and the settlement and integration of immigrants are receiving increasing academic attention within a European context. A lot of valuable work has been done for example by the European Research Network IMISCOE which fosters a comparative perspective.

So far, a historical analysis of the organisational patterns of migrants has received limited attention by scholars, while this type of study may gain valuable insights in the dynamics between the migrant group and the opportunity structures in the receiving society. So far, only a few institutes have undertaken such a study. In the Netherlands, the Institute of Ethnic and Migration Studies (IMES) created databases of organisations of migrants from Turkey and Morocco and the International Institute of Social History (IISH) has recently published a historical database of organisations of migrants from former Dutch colonies. Floris Vermeulen has written a comparative study on migrant organisations of Turkish and Surinamese immigrants in Berlin and Amsterdam, and Anja van Heelsum has described the landscape of Turkish, Moroccan and Surinamese organisations in the Netherlands. In Belgium, Corinne Torrekens of the University of Brussels have described historical trends of migrant organisations of Muslim signature in Brussels and the University of Gent has published a study on the history of associational life of Turkish immigrants in Flanders by Meryem Kanmaz.

Even fewer networks exist that compare associational life of migrants between European countries. The Local Multidem network compared the political integration of immigrants in six European cities by interviewing representatives of local migrant organisations. Even though their research was not historical in nature, it did aim to analyse the effect of differing opportunity structures.

We are writing to you because we are looking for partners in Europe to create a European historical database on migrant organizations. This dataset will enable scholars to study the dynamics between migrant groups and the receiving society. The objectives of this database are:

To discern historical trends in the development of populations of immigrant organizations. [1]

To understand patterns of ethnic mobilization.[2]


To find answers to questions related to the ecology of organisations: under which conditions do organisations compete for resources or form alliances.[3]

To study the dynamics between opportunity structures and factors related to the migration group itself (migration history, social capital, pre-migration socialization as a result of colonial ties) with respect to the openness of membership and belonging.

How do opportunity structures influence arrangements related to the registration of migrant organisations? Official registration of an organisation may give access to public resources, political participation or tax benefits.

In collaboration with IMES, we have created a database containing data of postcolonial migrants (compiled by IISH), labour migrants from Turkey and Morocco (compiled by IMES), and datasets of German and Italian migrant organizations. A selective number of researchers has access to this database.

We have posted a selection of this database, the postcolonial migrant organizations, on the IISH website: http://search.iisg.nl/search/search?action=transform&xsl=migranten-form.xsl&col=migranten&page=1&lang=en.

We would like to know if you are doing research or have plans of doing research in the topics mentioned above, or if you have databases or data that could become part of such a joint endeavour.

Yours sincerely,
Marga Alferink
Ulbe Bosma
ubo@iisg.nl

International Institute of Social History
Cruquiusweg 31
1019 AT Amsterdam
The Netherlands
www.iisg.nl
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