Kam Wah Chung & Company, John Day, Oregon
************************************************************************
From: Sue Fawn Chung <chung@unlv.nevada.edu>

A unique late nineteenth century Chinese mercantile and herb store 
known as Kam Wah Chung and Company in John Day, Oregon will re-open 
to the public on May 3, 2008 and can be visited by the public 
thereafter.  With its unrivaled collection of herbal medicines 
(including a bear claw), mercantile and herbal records, 
correspondence, and other artifacts dating from the late nineteenth 
century until its doors closed in 1950, this is the best example of 
this kind of business.  A Chinese altar adorns a part one of the 
rooms.  Doc Ing Hay treated Chinese and non-Chinese patients alike 
and is credited for saving the area's residents from the 1917 flu 
pandemic.  Because of the small Chinese population at the turn of the 
twentieth century, he and his partner, Lung On, catered to a 
predominantly white population.  The property is owned by the Oregon 
Parks and Recreation Department and was designated a national 
historic landmark in 2005.  If you are in eastern Oregon, I encourage 
you to make a side trip to this fascinating museum (there is a 
website 
[http://oregonstateparkstrust.org/OurWork/EasternOR/kamwahchung -- RD]).
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