International Symposium on “Migrant Entrepreneurship in the Mainland and Chinese Diaspora”
12 June 2009

The objective of this symposium is to bring together a group of scholars who works in the broad theme of migrant entrepreneurship and interrogate the various issues that confront Chinese migrants who aspire to be or are entrepreneurs themselves. Migrant entrepreneurs here are taken to mean (1) those who have migrated from within Mainland China and are located and operated production factories, retail, financial, banking and other types of businesses. Many of them could be found in the big coastal cities across Mainland China, (2) those who have migrated to an overseas environment and became citizens of a nation-state and these Chinese migrants have become part of the diasporic community and (3) return migrants such as the sea-turtles who have remigrated back to their country of origin to become entrepreneurs. 
Among these three groups, they share several common issues that we would like to interrogate. We would like to know how they adapt and overcome barriers, cross boundary to become entrepreneurs, how they explore their sense of identity and belonging through their business entrepreneurship in a new location, how they utilize their local and transnational networks to locate, adapt and excel in their social and business environments, how men and women entrepreneurs adopt varying strategies in their daily and economic life. 

We would like paper presenters to explore the following themes in this symposium:
1) Boundary crossing: strategies and adaptation mechanisms

2) Entrepreneurship aspirations and motivation behind the road to entrepreneurship

3) Use of local and transnational capital and networks

4) Gendering entrepreneurship

5) Identity and belonging
Symposium Format:

Participants are required to submit a full or draft paper before the symposium. All of the papers will then be circulated among the participants of the symposium. Each participant will have 30 minutes to present a paper and will then be given 10 minutes for discussion. 
Publications:

We plan to publish English and Chinese versions of a book based on the contributions of participants. Each participant will be given 6 months to revise his or her paper after the workshop. We may have to alter the content of the papers to suit the Chinese readers. The question of how to make these changes will be left to the editor of each version in consultation with each participant. 
Languages: 
The symposium papers will be in English. The word limit on the book contributions will be finalized after the symposium.

Remarks: 
The Centre for Anthropological Research at The University of Hong Kong will consider giving, in some cases, 3-nights of accommodation at the Robert Black College on the University of Hong Kong campus (and in rare cases might be able to provide an economy class round-trip air tickets) for paper presenters. 
Important Deadlines:

Deadline for submitting a paper title abstract: 1 March 2009
Deadline for submitting the full paper: 1 June 2009

Contact Persons: 

K.E. Kuah-Pearce (kekuah@hkucc.hku.hk)
