EXHIBIT: Windows on Chinese Settlers in Western Manitoba, Canada, Brandon University
*************************************************************************
From: Alison Marshall <marshalla@brandonu.ca>

"Windows on Chinese Settlers in Western Manitoba" is an exhibition of photographs and archival documents of the earliest Chinese settlers in Western Manitoba, Canada. It is presented by Dr. May Yoh and Dr. Alison Marshall of Brandon University.  The Exhibition is open to the public at the John E. Robbins Library, Brandon University, Brandon, Manitoba from January 17 to February 16, 2009.



"Windows on Chinese Settlers in Western Manitoba" is an exhibition of
20 photographs and archival documents collected by Dr. May Yoh,
Retired Associate Professor of Philosophy, and Dr. Alison Marshall,
Associate Professor of Chinese Religion, Brandon University (in
Manitoba, Canada) during two SSHRC (Social Sciences and Humanities
Research Council of Canada) projects over the last 20 years.  In this
exhibition we attempt to provide windows into more than a century of
Chinese immigration to Western Manitoba as settlers adapted (or tried
to adapt) to an entirely new and even strange environment.  The first
four items in this exhibit depict the lonely life of the earliest
settlers, all but one of whom were men.  The next four photographs
convey the happiness of a life where the mothers and children were
able to come before the Chinese Immigration Act was passed in 1923. For other families such as the one depicted in photographs 9 and 10,
this Act and the requirement by 1903 of Chinese to pay a $500 head
tax upon arrival in Canada meant that both the children and wives had
to remain in China.  In some of the cases only the children could
come while the mothers and wives could not.  Mr. Buddy Leeds appears
in the next photograph, petitioning the federal government for head
tax compensation that would finally be granted in 2006 after he had
passed away.  Other families in the region have received repayment,
such as the family of Mr. Choy Soo represented in photographs 12 and
13.  Indeed, for much of the early history of settlement in the area,
Chinese were treated unfairly as illustrated by this Registration
Certificate (#14) for a Canadian born Chinese boy with unclear legal
and political status.  Finally, in 1947 the Chinese Immigration Act
was repealed, and by 1967 Chinese had the same rights as others who
could immigrate to Canada on the basis of a point system. Photographs
16 and 17 represent restaurants whose owners have immigrated to
Canada since this time.  In the remaining photographs we show the
various recreational and intercultural activities of Chinese settlers
in the area.

Visit the web page:

Research site: http://www.brandonu.ca/academic/arts/Departments/Religion/SSHRC%20%282008-2011%29.html
Webpage:
http://www.brandonu.ca/academic/arts/Departments/Religion/Marshallhome.html

http://www.brandonu.ca/academic/arts/Departments/Religion/Exhibition.html

For more information contact Alison Marshall (marshalla@brandonu.ca)
or May Yoh (yoh@brandonu.ca).


--
Alison R. Marshall
Associate Professor, Department of Religion
Brandon University
270-18th Street
Brandon, Manitoba
R7A 6A9
e-mail:  marshalla@brandonu.ca or marshall.alison78@gmail.com
phone: [image: image1]
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