"UCLA: Dr. Tritia Toyota's new book, "Envisioning America: New Chinese Americans and the Politics of Belonging," is Published by Stanford University Press. Book Talks and Signings Planned at the UCLA campus and in Monterey Park"
[Tuesday, December 1, Charles E.Young Research Library, Presentation Room, UCLA, from 3-4:30 p.m.]
[Saturday, December 12, Monterey Park City Hall Council Chambers, from 12:00-3:30 p.m.]
Books will be available at a discount rate at both events.
The UCLA Asian American Studies Center and Department are very proud to announce that Dr. Tritia Toyota's new book, Envisioning America: New Chinese Americans and the Politics of Belonging, has been released by Stanford University Press. Dr. Toyota is an Adjunct Professor in the Departments of Anthropology and Asian American Studies at UCLA, and a former Emmy award-winning broadcast journalist.
Envisioning America (http://www.sup.org/book.cgi?id=9934) is a groundbreaking and richly detailed study of how naturalized Chinese living in Southern California become highly involved civic and political actors. Like other immigrants to the United States, their individual life stories are of survival, becoming, and belonging. But unlike any other Asian immigrant group before them, they have the resources-Western-based educations, entrepreneurial strengths, and widely based social networks in Asia-to become fully accepted in their new homes.
Nevertheless, Chinese Americans are finding that their social credentials can be a double-edged sword. Their complete incorporation as citizens is bounded both by mainstream discourse in the United States, which paints them racially as perpetual foreigners, and by an existing Asian-Pacific American community not always accepting of their economic achievements and transnational ties. Their attempts at inclusion are at the heart of a vigorous struggle for recognition and political empowerment.
This book challenges the notion that Asian Americans are apathetic or apolitical about civic engagement, reminding us that political involvement would often have been a life-threatening act in their homeland. The voices of Chinese Americans who tell their stories in these pages uncover the ways in which these new citizens actively embrace their American citizenship and offer a unique perspective on how global identities transplanted across borders become rooted in the local.
"Envisioning America," says Bill Lann Lee, former U.S. Assistant Attorney General for Civil Rights and now an attorney with Feinberg, Lee, Renaker & Jackson, P.C., "is an insightful study of the emergence of immigrant Chinese American activists as a new, unheralded political force in the Los Angeles suburbs. Cultural anthropologist Tritia Toyota's compelling story deals with up-to-the-moment issues of race, civil rights, Asian American politics, immigration, language identity, home country political heritage, transnational institutions, new social structures, and political succession. A must read."
Helen Zia, author of Asian American Dreams: The Emergence of an American People, writes, "By documenting the complex and changing political dynamics of Chinese Americans in compelling detail, Envisioning America explodes widely held myths about immigrant communities. Toyota's insights on race, ethnicity and movements for positive social change are essential to understanding American democracy and demographics."
"This is a captivating study of the politicization of Chinese American immigrants in Southern California, " writes political scientist Pei-te Lien, University of California, Santa Barbara. "What is particularly exciting and unique about this fine piece of research is the attention paid to reconstructing the process of dialectical negotiations between the foreign- and the U.S.-born activists for alliance building and strategic planning."
Dr. Tritia Toyota received her Ph.D. in Anthropology from UCLA in 2004. She is an Adjunct Assistant Professor in the Departments of Anthropology and Asian American Studies at UCLA, and regularly teaches courses in both departments. She is also an award-winning broadcast journalist with more than 25 years in Southern California television news. She wrote and produced the first Emmy award-winning, hour-long documentary Asian America.
The 256-page book is now available from Stanford University Press  in paper and cloth ( http://www.sup.org/book.cgi?id=9934 )
Dr. Toyota will talk and sign her book at two upcoming events in December, 2009. Books will be available at a discount rate, and both events are free and open to the public.

The first book talk will take place on Tuesday, December 1, Young Research Library, Presentation Room, UCLA, from 3-4:30 p.m. The event is co-sponsored by the UCLA Asian American Studies Center, UCLA Asian American Studies Department, Charles E. Young Research Library, UCLA department of Anthropology, UCLA Center for Chinese Studies, UC AAPI MultiCampus Research Program and other organizations.

On Saturday, December 12, Dr. Toyota will be talking about and signing her book at the "State of Chinese America: A Community Forum" at the Monterey Park City Hall Council Chambers, from 12:00-3:30 p.m. The forum is co-sponsored by the UCLA Asian American Studies Center, Chinese American Studies Endowment at UCLA, Chinese Historical Society of Southern California, CAUSE-Center for Asian Americans United for Empowerment, Chinese American Museum, and Chinese American Citizen's Alliance.
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